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Member of the American Association of Woodturners 

 

 President   Bob Clark   661-947-7448 

 Vice President &  Martin Littleton  661-944-4365 

 Membership      

 Treasurer   Mickey Burns   661-948-3261 

 Newsletter Editor  Dan Yost   661-948-9347 

 Special Events   Charley Williams  661-942-8105 

 Webmaster   Dan Oliphant   661-274-1944 

The next meeting will be at Martin Littletonôs shop May 15
th
 from 0900 AM to Noon 

(Januaryôs newsletter and our website had the date of May 22
nd

, the date has been changed.)  

 

Presidentôs Message  
By Bob Clark  

     I would like to thank the members that attended the March meeting. We had a great 
turnout and picked up a new member.   On behalf of the AVWA, Corky Lunsford 
presented a beautiful laser engraved platter (see picture) to Dan Yost for the work he 
did during his tenure as AVWA president and for what he has done for the club for the 
past ten years.  Corky did a great job on the platter and Dan has done a great job for us.  
Well deserved Dan!    
Keith Pipoly did a great job on his demonstration of open segmented turnings.  When I 
was watching Keithôs demonstration I had a realization; the really neat thing about open 
segmented turnings is that you have many fewer glue lines to worry about being tight!  
Mega cool!   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   



Keith Pipoly Demonstrating open segmented turnings 
 

    
 
Prepping the turnings base    Keithôs in process holding fixture 
 

    

Compression mating the halves    Rough turning the OD 

     

  A fine example of an open segmented turning by Keith 



AVWAôs Tenth Year  

     Many of us do not think of ourselves as pioneers, but we are now in our clubs tenth 
year. The AVWA was founded, on March 24, 2001, by a few local woodturning pioneers 
and a few that drove many miles to help the club get started.  The initial meeting of the 
Antelope Valley Woodturnersô Association (AVWA) met at Brad Stave's workshop in 
Palmdale CA.  In attendance were: Mickey Burns, Steve Mink, Ron Opdhal (our first 
Treasurer) Bruce Owens, Brad Stave (our first President), Charley Williams, Dan Yost  
(Newsletter Editor), Wes Hall, Harvey Hurt, and Pete Carta.  Nice going to all those 
members that got us started some of whom are still active in the club.    Letôs make our 
tenth year a fantastic experience for us all!  
 

Show and Tell Items and Discussion: 

     

Steve Moeôs pin drilling gig    Charlie Williamôs Cottonwood vase 

    

Charlieôs segmented Walnut bowl   Charlie, our public Ambassador  



     

Mickey Burnsô inlayed box    Inside view of Mickeyôs box 

 

     

Dave Acunaôs basket of eggs    Dean Petrieôs mystery wood bowl  

     

Martin Littletonôs 4 legged box with finial    Martinôs Walnut bowl 



   

Martinôs Buckeye HF with copper inserts  Dan Oliphantôs Buckeye and ebony HF 

     

Dan Oôs Cherry vase    Dan Yostôs Award platter WOW! 

Our Next Meeting 

     Our next meeting will be on May 15th at Martin Littletonôs shop.  Martin has given 
many demonstrations over the years and they are always a treat to attend.   
Martinôs shop is located at: 9838 E. Avenue S, Littlerock, CA.  Driving directions will be 
included in the reminder letter prior to the meeting.  
 
The California Poppy Festival, April 24 and 25 
at Lancaster City Park 

 



     The poppy festival is our biggest event of the year and is great fun.  If you missed 
the last meeting and you would like to demonstrate or just help-out let Charley Williams, 
Dan Yost or myself know.  Even if you cannot help, come by and join in the fun.  
Members can sell their wood turned pieces and a small portion 20% goes to offset the 
cost to the club of setting up the event.  People I meet are always asking if we are going 
to be at the poppy festival. So apparently we are a big hit with the general public.  
 
     Dan and Corky have again volunteered their lathes.  As a reminder for insurance 
coverage, anyone demonstrating on these lathes should be members of the AAW.   
 
          Dan has the list of members who have volunteered to work the Poppy Festival.  
This list will be included in the reminder letter that will be e-mailed to members a week 
before the event. 
 
AAW Symposium,   

     This year the AAW Symposium is scheduled for June 25, 26, & 27 in Hartford 
Connecticut.  I have emailed former member Dave Rich and he and his wife Ruth plan 
on being there.  My wife and I may also be there.  So, if you can make it you will not be 
alone.  The AAW Symposiums are great fun.     
 
Other Southern California Events  
 

     The Glendale Woodturnersô Guild is having an all day demonstrations on August 8th, 
and September 29th.  I will send an email to AVWA members when sign-ups are 
available.  
 
    Eli Avisera,  Aug 8              David Ellsworth,   Sept 29 

                

Keep Turning 
Bob 
 
 
 

 



Editors Notes 
By Dan Yost 
 
      I would like to thank the AVWA members for the beautiful engraved platter and 
especially thank Corky for the fine work he did making it.  I enjoyed being the AVWA 
president and look forward to many more productive years with the Association.     
     There is a little business to cover; at the March meeting the membership voted to 
pay the fees for up to two demonstrations per year for any AVWA members who attend 
professional demonstrations at another club.   The reasoning behind this offer is that the 
AVWA is not a large club and would have difficulty providing a reasonable number of 
attendees to pay for a professional demonstration.  The AVWA has members who are 
also members of other clubs such as the Kern Woodturners and the Glendale 
Woodturnersô Guild.  By attending these and other clubôs demonstrations we can hold 
our costs down as well as helping these clubs to cover theirs - a good deal for both.     
 
Safety Section ï Wood Dust 
By Mickey Burns 
 
     For this month's safety article I would like to add to the article about Wood Dust and 

the Woodturner in the latest issue of "American Woodturner,ò April, 2010, Vol. 25, No.2.  
If you have not read the article yet I would suggest that you do so as it explores the use 
of dust collectors, masks, and filtered mask/shroud systems.  I have a filtered 
helmet/shroud system that works well and is not irritating like the common face mask air 
filters. 
     This is also a good time to revisit an article by Stanley N. Wellborn published in 
American Woodturner several years ago.   
     Mr. Wellborn points out that Woodworkers are 500 times more likely to contract 
nasal cancer solely through exposure to wood than the non-woodworker.  But then he 
says that the risk only changes from extremely rare to rare.   
     The National Institute of Occupational Safety and Health (NIOSH) established 
guidelines for woodworkers.  Please remember NIOSH as we will return to it.  NIOSH 
has determined that their studies revealed that inhalation of wood dust has been 
reported to result in cancers of the larynx, tonsils, tongue, and lungs in England and 
Sweden.  Then they state that the data indicates that exposure needed to be over a 
period of more than ten years.  Studies have also shown that heart wood is more toxic 
than sap wood and that dry wood is more toxic than wet wood.  Studies have also 
shown that the finer the wood dust particles the more dangerous they are to our health 
and the longer they stay in the environment. 

     NIOSH requires producers and retailers of toxic and/or hazardous materials provide 
data sheets (MSDS) identifying how those materials are toxic or hazardous to 
us.  NIOSH also rates the effectiveness of filtration devices.  
      So there, we have the information that we need to make our own decisions about 
what to use and how to use it.  We now only need to know what precautions to take and 
toxic woods to avoid or at least use with caution.  A list of Toxic Woods and a list of 
Preventive Measures are attached. 
  

Good Health to All 



 

  

 

 


